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LIVE SHEEP TRADE, MV CORMO EXPRESS 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Parliamentary Secretary) [2.43 pm]:  Mr Speaker, I wish to make a statement on 
behalf of the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries about the MV Cormo Express and the assurance 
the Western Australian Government is seeking from the Australian Government that there is not an unacceptable 
level of risk in returning the livestock to the Australian mainland.  The State Government’s paramount concern is 
to ensure the continuing freedom that Western Australia’s livestock industry currently enjoys from many of the 
pests and diseases endemic in other countries.  Should the Australian Government formally decide that its final 
preferred location is in Western Australia, the State Government will insist that - 

the Australian Government presents a formal, written approach to this effect, followed by detailed 
discussions on how it will deal with disease risks, logistical and legal issues and costs;  

the evaluation report on import risk assessment shows no unacceptable disease risk or quarantine risk in 
such a proposal;  

an off-shore full veterinary examination of the animals reaches a similar conclusion;  

the strictest quarantine measures be enforced during the disembarkation and holding process;  

the sheep remain under Australian quarantine orders and, therefore, would not “legally” enter Western 
Australia;  

the operation of unloading, transporting, holding, slaughter and disposal are matters to be managed by 
the Australian Government under the appropriate federal legislation;  

all costs involved in the operation be borne by the Australian Government; and  

the terms of the Australian Government’s quarantine management strategy are communicated to 
Western Australia’s major markets for livestock. 

The Department of Agriculture will assist Australian Government officials to conduct the evaluation report.  The 
report must conclude that there will be no unacceptable disease risk or risk of quarantine breaches in returning 
the livestock to Western Australia.  It is not the Western Australian Government’s preferred position that the 
sheep be returned to Western Australia, or indeed to Australia, but the welfare of the animals is a most important 
consideration.  From the outset, rather than try to apportion blame, the State Government wants to be part of the 
solution to this crisis but the minister shares the serious concerns of industry, and there is one thing we will not 
do and that is put our pest and disease status, which is arguably the best in the world, at unnecessary and 
heightened risk. 

To address the need for public confidence in the trade, the State Government was successful in securing an 
agreement to an independent review of the live sheep trade at the Primary Industries Ministerial Council meeting 
in Perth on 2 October.   

The Western Australian Government supports a humane trade in live animals but the future of the industry is at 
stake if the Australian Government’s review cannot give a high level of industry, market and public confidence 
in animal welfare outcomes to the Australian public.   

In conclusion, if the Australian Government eventually decides that its final preferred location is in Western 
Australia, the State Government will expect a formal, written approach to this effect followed by detailed 
discussions on the disease risks, logistical and legal issues and costs. 
 


